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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

On page 2, lines 4-7, the first paragraph of the Specification, has been replaced 
with the following amended paragraph: 

The present application is related to co-pending U.S. application entitled, 
"Reducing Time to Measure Constraint Parameters of Components in an Integrated 
Circuit", Serial Number: UNASSIGNED. 10/403.080. filed on April 1, 2003, naming as 
inventors: Katla et al, Attorney Docket Number: TI-32656, and assigned to common 
assignee. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest 
prior art of record is Rao et al. (US 6,584,598) and Rao et al. (US 2002/0143516 A1) 
and Krishnamoorthy (US 6,31 1 ,148 B1); however, the prior art of record does not 
suggest or disclose the claimed combination of method steps or system elements, most 
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particularly: as per independent claims 1,13 and 21, the claimed means for or steps of 
"estimating said constraint parameter for said combination of circuit parameters based 
on correct constraint parameter values of one or more of other combinations of said 
circuit parameters to generate an estimated value; and searching around said estimated 
value to determine a correct value for said constraint parameter for said combination of 
circuit parameters"; and as per independent claims 13, 29 and 31, the claimed means 
for or steps of "generating a curve with delay as a function of said plurality of points; 
selecting a plurality of intermediate points in said first search range; determining an 
expected delay associated with each of said plurality of intermediate points using said 
curve; comparing said each expected delay with a threshold...; and determining a next 
point of simulation based on the results of said comparing." 

Conclusion 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick J. Assouad whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2210. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday, 6:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 571-272-2216. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patrick J Assouad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2857 
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